
Church Aston Infant School Music Skills Progression 

Skills  EYFS Year 1 Year 2 
Sing and 
Perform  
 
Use their voices 
in different 
ways such as 
speaking, 
singing and 
chanting 

Explore how the voice can be used in 
different ways by speaking, singing rhymes 
and songs. Join in with chants 
 
 Begin to change the volume and pitch of 
their voice. Sing with a small group or class 
Sing a simple rhyme/song independently 

Words can be understood when singing. 
Sing with a range of familiar songs with 
enjoyment and enthusiasm 
  
 
Sing louder or quieter when directed 
 
Begin to follow simple conductor signals 
when singing as part of the class. Sing 
along with a keyboard/organ or backing 
track 
Join in with actions including clapping in 
time to the music 
Begin to sing with control of pitch. 
Perform simple songs to class, other 
children, parents. 
 

Sing clearly with awareness of the meaning of words as 
part of a small group or class. 
 
 
 
Understand the feeling of music and songs played. 
Change the dynamics when singing to show the mood 
of the song 
 
 Sing in time with a keyboard/organ or backing track. 
 Sing at the right pitch all the way through a song. 
 
 
Continue to perform a wider range of songs to class, 
other children, parents. 
 

Play and Explore 
Play tuned and 
untuned 
instruments 
musically 
Experiment 
with, create, 
select and 
combine sounds  

Begin to identify some musical instruments. 
 Enjoy playing a variety of musical 
instruments. 
 
 Explore changing the sounds of the 
instruments, for example playing fast or 
slow.  

Name some simple untuned percussion 
instruments (drum, shaker, tambourine). 
 
Play an untuned percussion instrument 
with increased rhythm and control 
 
Use percussion instruments to reflect 
feelings, sounds, creatures etc 

Play an untuned percussion instrument with 
consistency and control  
 
Name some tuned percussion instruments and other 
tuned instruments 
 
Continue to use percussion instruments to reflect  
 mood and atmosphere 

Listen and 
Appraise 

Listen to a range of music.  
Begin to talk about the music they hear, 
saying what they like or dislike. 

Listen carefully to a range of music. 
 

Listen to a range of music and recognise music from 
different countries  
Identify sounds and instruments heard in music. 



Listen with 
concentration 
and 
understanding 
to a range of 
music 

Begin to identify some sounds heard in 
music. 
 
 
Talk about what a piece of music reminds 
you of and when you may hear this type of 
music for example the sea, marching, 
animals 
 
 
 Use the musical language: dynamics, loud, 
quiet. 
 
 

Name some features of music from different countries  
 
 
 
Talk about when and why a piece of music might be 
heard and give simple reasons  
 
Describe where a piece of music is from and how give 
reasons as to how they know 
 
 

Read and 
Compose 

Begin to choose sounds or instruments to 
create their own music 

Link sounds to things in the environment 
both natural and manmade.  
 
Begin to use instruments to show places, 
weather, or seasons. 
 
 Begin to select and change sounds in 
response to a stimulus. For example, a 
poem 
 
Read and play a 4-bar rhythm grid. Write 
own rhythm grid using a simple idea. 
 
 Begin to identify simple notation (note 
durations: crotchet, minim, semibreve).  
 
Begin to play simple rhythms from notation 
 

Link sounds to places, people, animals, or stories. 
 
 Use instruments to show places, people, animals, or 
stories. 
 
 Select and use different instruments together to tell a 
story. 
 
 
 
Read and play a 4-bar rhythm grid, including following 
repeat marks or dynamic markings. 
 
 Identify simple notation (note durations: crotchet, 
minim, semibreve) 
 Begin to use notation to write simple rhythms.  
 
 



 Begin to use a simple graphic score to 
write down my soundscape/music. 
 
Follow a brief when writing a rhythm grid. 
 
Begin to follow musical rules when writing 
my own rhythm. 
 
 Join in with call and response rhythms. 
 

Follow a brief when writing a rhythm grid, including 
dynamic markings. 
Accurately follow musical rules when writing my own 
rhythm.  
 
Make up my own rhythm in response to somebody 
else’s for use in call and response. 

 

 

 


